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DATE DAY CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS LOCATION TIME 

3 Jan WED Bible Study Parish Center 12:30 PM 

3 Jan WED MANNA Parish Center 7:30 PM 

4 Jan THUR Prayer for Priests Church 8:45 AM 

5 Jan FRI MANNA Parish Center 2:30 PM 

3 Jan WED Prayer Quilt Parish Center 1:00 PM 

6 Jan SAT Biblical Institute Parish Center 9:00 AM 

6 Jan SAT CCW Caregiver Seminar Parish Center 10:00 AM 

7 Jan SUN CCW Blood Drive Parish Center 7:30 AM- 
1:30PM 

7 Jan SUN RCIA  Parish Center 10:00 AM 

7 Jan SUN Boy Scout Troop 14 Meeting Podesta Hall 5:00 PM 

Feast of the Holy Family/New Year's Eve MassFeast of the Holy Family/New Year's Eve MassFeast of the Holy Family/New Year's Eve Mass   
Sunday, December 31Sunday, December 31Sunday, December 31   

8:00, 10:00, 12 NOON and 6:00 PM8:00, 10:00, 12 NOON and 6:00 PM8:00, 10:00, 12 NOON and 6:00 PM   
*Mary, Mother of God/New Year's Day*Mary, Mother of God/New Year's Day*Mary, Mother of God/New Year's Day   

Monday, January 1 (*Not a Holy Day of Obligation)Monday, January 1 (*Not a Holy Day of Obligation)Monday, January 1 (*Not a Holy Day of Obligation)   
12 NOON Mass ONLY12 NOON Mass ONLY12 NOON Mass ONLY   

THE PARISH OFFICES AND FACILITIES WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, JAN. 1 

Fr. Greg Skowron, 
Fr. Michael Kearney, 

our Deacons and  
Parish Staff wish all 
a safe and blessed 

New Year!  



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

E-GIVING IS AVAILABLE 
Have you considered signing up for E-Giving instead 
of writing checks for your weekly offering? If you are 
interested in registering for E-Giving, please visit 
https://giving.ncsservices.org/g3/ to see how easy 
and convenient it is and sign up today or contact the 
parish office for assistance. 

Thank you for your support. 

Saturday  5:00  PM 
Sunday   8:00  AM 

10:00  AM 
12 NOON 
6:00 PM 

MISCELLANEOUS 
TOTAL COLLECTION 

PREVIOUS WEEK E-GIVE 
WEEKLY TOTAL 

 

 

SUNDAY WEEKLY BUDGET 
SUNDAY — YTD BUDGET 

SUNDAY—YTD TOTAL 

 
 
 

Immaculate Conception  

$      4,598.25 
$      5,688.00 
$      7,138.00 
$    10,344.00 
$      1,699.03 
$         275.00 
$    29,742.28 
$      5,700.00 
$    35,442.28 
 
 
 

$$   29,774.50 
$ 744,392.00 
$ 751,454.69 
 
 
 

$     4,573.07 

OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
December 17, 2017December 17, 2017December 17, 2017   

Dear Visitation Parishioner, 
  
     Dr. Chris Dransoff, Principal of Visitation Catholic School for the past five years, has announced his intention to retire at the conclusion of the 2017-18 school year. Dr. Chris has been a true gift from God to our school and parish, and has served our community faithfully. We wish him the blessings of Christ in all future endeavors.        To ensure a smooth leadership transition, the  Diocese of Joliet Catholic Schools Office is working closely with the Visitation Catholic School Principal Search Committee and me to find an excellent candidate who will serve as the next distinguished leader of our school. I respectfully request your involvement in this important process.        The first critical aspect of the principal search involves eliciting the ideas of faculty and staff members, parents, and parishioners regarding leadership qualities that are necessary to meet the present and future needs of Visitation Catholic School.  To accomplish this task, the Catholic Schools Office has designed an online community survey instrument.  The results of this survey will be studied intently by the Search Committee and will be compiled to create  a Principal Profile that will inform the design of first and second-round interview protocols.        You are an important member of our parish family.  I encourage you to share your thoughts regarding desired principal attributes by completing this online survey instrument that may be directly accessed by clicking on the link below:   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Visitation2018  Responding to the survey will require 10-12 minutes of your time, and the tool will be posted through  12:00 am [Midnight] on Friday, January 12, 2018.  
 Thank you in advance for your active participation  in assisting me in discerning the next spiritual and instructional leader of Visitation Catholic School.   
Yours in Christ,   
Rev. Greg Skowron   
Rev. Greg Skowron  
Pastor  
Visitation Catholic Church  
Elmhurst, IL  

FROM THE PASTOR 
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2017 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

— IN MEMORIAM — 
Clare & Jim Caulfield  

Lucille Parilli  
Irene Barbato  

Marie Menconi  
James M. Pagni  

James & Barbara McGue  
My Mother  

John Gellinger, Jr.  
Sandra Moran  
Thomas Nesser  
Harry Doyle  

 
 
 

— DONATIONS — 
Thomas Lenz  

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Mondi  
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Pekron  

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey DuBose  
Maureen Leber  
Jacoba Stafford  

Mr. Les P. Taylor  
Mr. & Mrs. William Poole  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kulpaka  
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LIVING 
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LIVING 
the 
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THIS WEEK’S FOCUS: 
PROMISES, PROMISES, PROMISES 

     God doesn’t promise a life that is always easy, or 
never knows sadness or trials. What God does promise 
us in Christ is someone to share it all — the difficulties 
and the joys—no matter what. 
  FIRST READING 
Those who honor their parents will be greatly blessed 
and will atone for sin (Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14). The Book of Sirach was written late in the Old Testament period when Jewish society was strongly influenced by Greek culture. A Greek ideal was to live an ordered life that would give public witness to the values that were the core of one’s beliefs. The author of Sirach combined this ideal with the traditional respect for parents and the fam-ily. Together they produce this beautiful appeal for a fam-ily life in which one’s parents are treated with great re-spect. Although this portrait is idealized, it also shows signs of realism. It acknowledges that the situation might arise in which one’s parents are no longer mentally alert. Nevertheless, care for parents is a sacred responsibility. 
  SECOND READING 
Be thankful; do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus 
(Colossians 3:12-21). The first part of this reading exhorts the community to a life of virtue. Early Christians felt that it was essential for them to live at peace with one another so that pagans could see how virtuous their calling was and might be led to conversion. This is why they were to live in compas-sion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, etc. Christ was to guide their hearts. This ideal is just as im-portant today. One often hears of people who go to Mass but do not live their faith on an everyday basis, especially 

in the way they treat their own family. We cannot hope to live our Christian calling if we are not filled with a sense of gratitude. It is the virtue that reminds us how much we depend upon the Lord. This reading encourages expres-sions of gratitude toward the Lord for all that we have received. The latter part of the reading exhorts family members to live the relationships that the community felt were established by God. Notice, though, rather than em-phasizing the control of one member over another, the letter stresses the mutual responsibilities of one family member toward the others. 
  GOSPEL 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom 
(Luke 2:22-40). The Holy Family fills all the prescriptions of the Jewish law. Saint Luke believes that God has a plan for all people, and that it is only when we follow that plan that we can hope to find peace and joy. The Holy Family is a model of obedience to the will of God. The child is seen as living the favor of the Lord. Today we would call this grace.  The child is anointed to be the Savior of Israel. 
  REFLECTION The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was not your typical nuclear family. It consisted of a child, his birth mother, and an adoptive father. And yet they lived as faith-filled families of their day were expected to live. They went to the temple to present Jesus to God. They heard words of praise and thanksgiving about their home, Jesus grew in wisdom and strength, as most chil-dren do. Abram, Sarah and Isaac were not typical, either. Sarah, became pregnant well beyond childbearing years. And yet, their lives, are prototypes for living one’s faith. They trusted God even when God seemed to ask for the impossible. Whether our family is described as “typical” or it would be defined in ways other than “typical,” we are all children of a God who promises to be with us throughout our lives. Sometimes we feel God present in clear and concrete ways, as did Mary, Joseph, Abraham and Sarah. Sometimes God seems absent or life is chal-lenging, as it was for them as well. Sarah doubted God and laughed at being told she would bear a child in her old age. Mary’s heart was pierced watching her son ridi-culed, rejected, and crucified. Yet they knew God’s pres-ence and that God promises to be with us, in good times and in bad. Look for God in your life as it is. Be who you are and be that well, for the same God who was with Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, and Jesus, Mary, and Joseph has promised to care for us today, tomorrow, and every day. Look to find God’s favor, to grow and become strong, filled with wisdom and grace. 

Sunday, 
December 31, 2017 

Scripture Reflections for 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7 

Lk 2:16-21 

Tuesday, Jan. 2 
1 Jn 2:22-28 
Jn 1:19-28 

Wednesday, Jan. 3 
1 Jn 2:29—3:6 

Jn 1:29-34 

  Thursday, Jan. 4 
1 Jn 3:7-10 
Jn 1:35-42 

Friday, Jan. 5 
1 Jn 3:11-21 
Jn 1:43-51 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

   MONDAY, JANUARY 1     NEW YEAR’S DAY 
        MARY, MOTHER OF GOD     12 NOON MASS ONLY 
    Elaine Kragewski 
    James Carter 
    Intentions of Guy Murphy  
   TUESDAY, JANUARY 2     6:15 AM     Bill Devito 
    Delores Pagel     8:15 AM     Carol Burke  
   WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3     6:15 AM     Richard J. Gross     Intentions of Martha Hammerschmidt     Intentions of Erica Hammerschmidt     8:15 AM     Stanley and Renee Belask  
   THURSDAY, JANUARY 4     6:15 AM     Stan Coelho     8:15 AM     Ada Baker     John Hill  
   FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 
    6:15AM     Forgotten Souls in Purgatory     8:15AM     Jeanne Kevil     Jessica Leen  
   SATURDAY, JANUARY 6     8:15 AM     Jeanette Corrigan 
    Intentions of Nora Hipskind     5:00 PM     Clara Spacinsky 
    Natalina Nicolosi  
   SUNDAY, JANUARY 7     THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD     8:00 AM     Richard Kapraun     Jessica Leen     10:00 AM     Bill Ward 
    Earl J. Brutsche     12 NOON     George Kujawa     Antoinette Wilkin     6:00 PM     Bernard Cooney 

MASS INTENTIONS PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY 

Due to privacy issues we only honor requests to be put on the 
prayer list by you or a family member. Names remain on list 
for two weeks. Please call the office to add a name or to have 
the name continued for an additional two weeks. 

FLAMES OF FAITH INTENTIONS Candles will burn perpetually this week before the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of the Eucharist, for the following intentions:  
 — For my brother Tim Berg (By Royal F. Berg) 
 — For any single mother (By Patti) 
 — For those living in fear of deportation 
 — For the repose of the soul of Ryan Hanrahan  
      (By Evelyn Hanrahan) 
 — For a healing miracle for Matthew Johnson 

Before the statues of Our Lady and St. Joseph in our church, vigil candles burn for requested intentions. To have a candle lit, please call the Parish Office at 630-834-6700.  
This week candles will burn for the Intentions of Bishop Siegel 

CHURCH VIGIL CANDLE INTENTIONS 

For the Sick 
     Please pray for all the sick and their families: 

    Brent Whelan 

WEDDING BANNS 
Please pray for the following couples as they prepare  
for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
(I) Anthony William Dona Van Castile and Nora Quinn O’Ryan 
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     We remember in prayer our military as they continue to 
serve in our Armed Forces. We wish all a Merry Christmas  
and pray God protects and brings them home safely. 

ARMED FORCES PRAYER LISTARMED FORCES PRAYER LISTARMED FORCES PRAYER LIST   

United States Air Force 
MSGT Kevin M. James (Ramstein AFB, Germany) 

AMN Natalee Arbino (Wright Paterson, OH) 
AMN E2 Jacob Neimanan (Ft. Sam Houston, TX) 

AB Eric E. James (Keesler AFB, MS) 
United States Army 

CPT Joseph Doyle (Ft. Bliss, TX) 
MAJ Patrick Leen (IL) 

1LT Timothy Drahokoupil (Ft. Campbell, KY) 
2 LT Thomas J Diwisch (Kandahar, Afghanistan) 

United States Coast Guard 
CPO Patrick Kirby (TX) 

United States Marine Corps 
2LT Kurt P. James (Camp Pendleton, CA) 

CPL David Byrne (Sicily) 
PVT Nicholas Acevedo (CA) 

LCPL Conor Croci (MCAS Miramar, CA) 
PFC Eric E Gibas (Camp Pendleton, CA) 

United States Navy 
LCDR Robert Aranha (United States) 

To add a name to this list, please call 630-834-6700. 



NEWS FROM THE P.I.T. 

 
 
 

PRIEST IN TRAINING 
By Father Michael Kearney 

 
 
 

Well another year is almost in the books… 
 

I t is usually about this time that we reflect over the  
365 days and set a New Year’s resolution! But what  

is apparent by establishing a New year’s resolution,  
sometimes the same goal from last year, is that we are  
not where we are suppose to be! Have you ever asked  
why we are constantly falling short of our goals and  
desires? The following quote might give us some insight: 
 

“We always make the fatal mistake of thinking 
that it is what we do that matters, 

when really what matters is  
what we let God do to us!“ 

— Fulton J. Sheen 
 

T he reason we are constantly fall short is not because 
of the lack of the things we are doing, which I’m  

sure is many, it’s because we are not relying solely on 
God’s grace! We are very independent people and if  
someone dares to asks me the question, “Do you need 
help?” You better believe I’m going to work even harder  
to prove to them that I don’t. 
     Yet, that’s not what is revealed in our faith! What is 
clear throughout the Scriptures is that if we rely solely on 
ourselves, we will constantly make decisions that will 
separate us from God and neighbor. In other words, we 
will always fall short of where we are suppose to be and 
will always need a New Year’s resolution. But, what is also 
clear in Scripture is that we have God who loves us so 
much, that He will do anything, even send His Only Son to 
die for us, so that we can be part of the Body of Christ, 
exactly where we are meant to be!  
 

So, I’d like to challenge you this New Year… 
Instead of trying to achieve some goal 

by your own will power, 
maybe a good resolution would be  

to surrender yourself to the  
power and grace of Jesus Christ. 

     BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN IS THE PERSON who seems to have popularized the Eucharistic Holy Hour in this country. He was asked shortly before he died in 1979 what had inspired him to take up this practice. His an-swer was surprising. He said it was a young Chinese girl, age 11.      When the Communists took power in China, they made a certain priest a prisoner in his own house. He was able to see the church from his window. He saw the Communists break open the tabernacle and throw the ciborium down with all the Consecrated Hosts spilling out on the floor. The priest had counted the hosts: there were 32.      A little girl had seen this as she prayed in the back of the church. That night, and for 31 more nights, she came back, snuck by the guards and prayed before the Hosts for an hour to make reparation for the terrible desecra-tion of the Eucharist. Each night at the end of the hour, she would lean down and receive a Host with her tongue, since at that time a layperson could not take the Host in the hand.      On the last night, when she had received the last Host, one of the guards saw her leave, followed her and beat her to death. The priest watched this in horror.      When Fulton Sheen heard this story, he was so moved that he resolved to spend one hour each day  of his priesthood before the Blessed Sacrament. And,  of course, by his talks, given all over the world, Bishop Sheen pointed out, the Holy Hour is one of the few  direct requests our blessed Lord made of his apostles: “Could you not watch with me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40). It is my hope that the example of that little  Chinese girl and of Bishop Sheen will inspire many reading this to do the same. 
 
 
 
 

A THOUGHT FOR REFLECTION      The girl in this story had no problem with faith in Jesus’ real presence in the Blessed Sacrament. She risked her life to honor and serve him. As adults, we can lose the simplicity of faith that this girl demonstrated.      Oh Jesus, present in the Blessed Sacrament, the faith of 
this young girl inspires me and inflames my heart. Give 
me that kind of love and devotion. Make me more willing 
to sacrifice my time, my other priorities, and the control 
of my life. Above all, teach me to love You as You love me. 
(from A Eucharistic Christmas) inspired many others to 
do the same. 

 

Begin the New Year in a special way. 
The Adoration Chapel is open 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 

To become a Register Adorer, please call Joan Taylor  
at 630-530-8963 or Mary Lewis at 630-941-9173. 

 CELEBRATION OF LIFE MASS 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY  DIOCESE OF JOLIET 
All are welcome to the Celebration of Life Mass  

with Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, on Sunday, Jan. 14, 
2018, at the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus,  
604 N. Raynor, Joliet. Join us for a Rosary with Pro-Life  
intentions at 10:30am. Reception in the Commons. 
Please contact 815-221-6251, with questions. 
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NEW YEAR’S INSPIRATIONNEW YEAR’S INSPIRATIONNEW YEAR’S INSPIRATION   NEW YEAR’S INSPIRATIONNEW YEAR’S INSPIRATIONNEW YEAR’S INSPIRATION   



     This Gospel is considered one of the most beautiful, 
spiritually enriching and theologically profound book in  
the entire canon of scripture. It teaches us how Love 
constitutes the New Law and brings a unique focus on  
the Christian understanding of the family. St. John’s 
relationship with the heart of Jesus, which this Gospel 
reveals to us, is something we also can share, if we study 
this gospel carefully and with much prayer.  
     To assist us in achieving this, the study, published by  
St. Benedict Press, utilizes on DVD’s the insights of Scott 
Hahn, Mark Shea and Fr. Patrick Winslow. These 
commentators will accompany us on this 850-verse  
journey into the heart of St. John’s poetic gospel, bearing 
the heart of Our Lord to us.  As with other St. Benedict 
Press studies, each session will consist of two parts:  
1) Study and discussion of the specific scripture;  
2)   Consideration of the life application from the study. 
      Study guides ($47) are full color, bound books and are 
beautiful additions to family libraries. They are not required 
for participation, but will be a major enhancement to the 
study program and are recommended. If you cannot begin 
with us on Jan. 3, you can join at your convenience. You 
would be able to view all previous DVD commentaries. 

Begin the New Year by joining 
fellow parishioners in the  

Study of the Gospel of St. John... 

28-Week Sessions Begin 
Wednesday, January 3 

12:20-2:30 pm 
Visitation Church Hospitality Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To participate or questions contact 
Pauline Scharres, 630-257-2693 or 

pmscharres@att.net 

Bible Study for 2018 
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When/Where: 
Sunday, January 7, 2018 
7:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Visitation Church Hospitality Center 
779 South York Rd., Elmhurst 

To thank you for donating, all participating donors will be entered  
into a raffle to win a pair of Chicago Blackhawk tickets. Donors will  
also receive a voucher from Papa John’s for 30% off an online order. 

To Schedule An Appointment: 
To Call 877.543.3768 or visit lifesource.org, click ''Make an Appointment” login new donor, existing donor, 
scroll down and search by Group Code EH30. 
 

Appointments recommended. Walk-ins welcome!  
 

PREPARE FOR YOUR DONATION • EAT WELL • STAY HYDRATED • BRING ID  
Promotion runs the date of the individual drive as listed above. When offered, all giveaways, prizes and tickets are 
non-transferable, nonrefundable, not redeemable for cash and while supplies last. Must be at least 18 years of age 
(16 - 17 years of age with signed parental consent) for actual donation, and due to gaming laws, must be at least  
18 years of age to be entered into a random drawing. ITxM and Life Source employees and their immed1ate families 
are not eligible to participate. Void where prohibited by law. Please bring ID with you on the day of donation. Proper 
ID as required to donate blood. A LifeSource or military ID, driver’s license, passport, or employee or student ID with 
picture and full name are all approved forms of ID. A Birth certificate along with a picture ID that includes the donor's 
full name will also be accepted.  



Visitation Women’s Christ Renew His Parish (CRHP) 
 

An Encounter with the Holy Spirit 
January 27-28, 2018 

      “I have experienced CRHP from both sides, as a participant in the  
Renewal weekend and as a member of the “giving” team. To be honest,  
both experiences have been a special opportunity to encounter Our Lord. The  
Blessing of sharing His sacred space with such wonderful ladies as part of this faith group is a joy  
that has nourished my soul in a really special way. "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;  
knock and the door will be opened to you.” (MATTHEW 7:7) — Michele  

 

Please consider joining us for a CRHP Renewal weekend here at Visitation  
on January 27-28, 2018. Registration forms coming soon. 

 

If you have questions please contact either Cathy 630-699-2757 or Kathy 630-363-0031  

“How can  
I be more 

prepared?” 

 If these thoughts have crossed your mind, you are not alone...  
 
 

     Virtually every one of us will care for a loved one at some time in our life.  
This workshop is for anyone juggling the challenges of everyday life while caring  

for an aging parent, spouse or grandparent or a child with a disability. The workshop will explore the  
roles and impact of the family caregiver and ways to maintain your well-being. Practical tools and  
emotional supports will enable you to thrive while caring for another. All with a Christ-centered view. 
 
ABOUT THE PRESENTERS: Debra Kelsey-Davis is a registered nurse,  
lay minister, certified in gerontology. Kelly Johnson is a caregiver and a  
member of National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers through her  
position in Adult Faith Formation at St. Mary of Gostyn in Downers Grove.  
Together they co-founded Nourish for Caregivers to provide emotional,  
spiritual and practical support to other caregivers. To learn more, please  
visit www.NourishForCaregivers.com.  

 
 
 
 

 

      PLEASE RSVP TO: ccwvisitation@gmail.com OR call: 630-279-8839. 

Visitation Council of Catholic Women 
(CCW) presents 

A Workshop for Family Caregivers: 
“Caring for Others & Caring for Yourself” 

 
 

Saturday, January 6 | 10 AM – 12 Noon 
Visitation Parish Center Hospitality Room 

“I’m so 
overwhelmed, 

getting more and  
more involved in  

caring for my 
parents.” 

“There  
are so many 

decisions to make, 
I could really  

use some 
help.” 
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Catholic Reading Club January Selection: 
The Sword of the Prophet 

All are welcome to participate with the Catholic Reading 
Club members on Jan. 18, 9:30 am—Noon, in the Parish 
Center Hospitality Room, in reading and discussing the in-
formative book “The Sword of the Prophet” on the essen-
tial facts of Islam. The author, Dr. Serge Trifkovic, presents 
the unvarnished truth about the rise of Islam and the pat-
terns set by its founder, Muhammad; the historical mean-
ing of jihad against the (non-Muslim) “infidel” that we see 
today in terror networks; the broad sweep of global mili-
tary, political moral, and spiritual struggle that faces us, 
and what we must do, if we wish to survive this challenge.      
     Dr. Serge Trifkovic, is a European historian of broad 
learning, sound philosophy and keen political insight.  
He was affiliated with the Rockford Institute, an American 
conservative think tank and on the staff of the Institute’s 
magazine, Chronicle. He is currently professor of Political 
Science of University of Banja Luka in Bosnia and  
Herzegovina.  
     For a study guide for the discussion or questions about 
the book or book club generally, please contact Pauline 
Scharres at 630-257- 2693 or pmscharres@att.net. 

New Year’s Day/ Mary, Mother of God 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
MONDAY, JAN. 1 [12 NOON MASS ONLY] 

Lector: Kevin Fowler 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: Mary McCann,  
Dianne C. Carter and [NOT FILLED-3] 
Altar Servers: Edwin Espinosa, Jr. 
Michael Montgomery, and Cecilia Passarelli 
Music: Jim Brown, Jack Miuccio and Krystyna Miuccio 

 

PRAYER QUILT 
MINISTRY   The Prayer Quilt Ministry would like to encourage all  parishioners to let us know about those who are going through a significant difficulty and who may benefit from the prayers of our congregation and the tangible evidence of those prayers in the form of prayer quilts. The recipients of the prayer quilts may be going through a health issue, facing sur-gery, be in the military (or just returned from mili-tary duty), dealing with grief, emotional concerns, etc. They do not have to be a member of Visitation Parish or Catholic. Anyone may offer a prayer quilt to anyone you feel might benefit and appreciate being covered by our prayers. The recipient MUST agree to accept the prayer quilt.            To request a prayer quilt please complete the form below, place it in the collection basket or drop it off at the Parish Office. Someone from the Prayer Quilt Ministry will get in touch with you to obtain additional information. 

REQUEST FOR A 
PRAYER QUILT 

 
____________________________ 
Contact Person 
 
____________________________ 
Contact Phone 
 
____________________________ 
Recipient Name 
 
____________________________ 
Recipient Phone Number 

Sentimental Tour of Poland 
May 21-31, 2018 

with Fr. Greg Skowron 

      Experience the culture and history of one of Europe’s most fascinating nations. Join Fr. Greg Skowron on this beautiful tour of Poland. Among the scheduled visits are: Lichen, home of one of the largest churches in the world — Shrine of Our Lady of Lichen; Warsaw, the  capital of Poland and the biggest Polish city. Visit the shrine of Divine Mercy, the resting place of St. Faustina Kowalska in Lagiewniki and travel to Wadowice,  birthplace of Karol Wojtyla (St. John Paul II).  
For more information and reservation please call: 

Blue Amber Travel, 847-630-3777 
info@blueambertravel.com 
www.blueambertravel.com 
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PLEASE PRAY WITH US...  
     On Monday evenings at 7pm and on Thursdays after 
8:15am Mass, we pray for our ordained. St. Peregrine  
Service is celebrated every third Monday combined  
with Prayers for Priests. Please take some time to pray 
with us and bring your rosary. If you need a rosary,  
I will provide one.  

God Bless you, Deacon Jim Eaker  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
         The Visitation Rosary Makers would like to wish  
    you all a Happy Happy New Year! We look forward  
   to serving your rosary needs in 2018.   
         Look for us in the Gathering Space before and  
    after all Masses the first weekend of both January  
    and February.  
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                             Eighth Annual Bags for Wags 
                                   Bean Bag Tournament 
                                   Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 

COST: 
$100 per team (two-player team) Cash/checks only 

LOCATION: 
Visitation Church Valentino Center 

TIME:  
6:00 pm (4:45-5:45 on site registration) 

PARTICIPANT AGE: 
16 and up 
WINNERS: 

Cash prizes for the top teams 
(Prize amounts announced on the day of the tournament) 

RULES AND REGULATIONS: 
www.BrianEWagnerFund.org 

Complimentary refreshments for all registered teams 
from Mama Maria’s Pizza and Soft Drinks 

SPECTATOR GENERAL ADMISSION: 
(Food/Drink for whole evening): 

16-over ($10.00) 16-under ($5.00) 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  

Junior High and High School students are  
encouraged to volunteer. Please contact  
traceydegnan@hotmail.com and provide  

your name, phone, and hours of  
availability for Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018. 

 
 
 
 The BEWSF is 501 c3 not-for-profit organization registered with the State of Il. All proceeds from this event including but not limited to admission fees, registration costs, raffle prizes and monetary donations benefit the multiple scholarships which are awarded annual to recipients each spring.     

BEWSF  PO BOX 1036 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
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It's NOT TOO LATE to Become a Knight!  
If you missed our exam date, make-up test dates are 
available. If you are considering ICCP as your high  
school choice for next year, but didn't test with us,  
please contact the Admissions Office to schedule a 
shadow day or find out how you can become a Knight!  
Students who test at ICCP will be given first priority in 
the acceptance process. Academic scholarships and  
financial assistance opportunities are available. Class  
of 2022 registration will be held on Feb. 22, 2018.  
To schedule a make-up exam, tour or shadow day.  
please contact Mrs. Nikki A. Kanzia, Assistant  
Principal, Director of Admissions and Student Life at  
630-530-3484 or nkanzia@icatholicprep.org.  
Shadow Day opportunities for 7th grade students will  
begin in February, 2018. For more information please 
visit the website: 

www.ICCatholicPrep.org 

IC CATHOLIC PREP NEWS 

YOUTH  
STEUBENVILLE CONFERENCES 

Join 2,500 other Catholic High School students from  
July 21-23 at the campus of Franciscan University to  

experience an encounter with the God of the Universe...  
     Come on this powerful conference to taste the faith  
like you never have before: talks from the greatest  
Catholic speakers, powerful and engaging liturgy, and  
of course an awesome time with your friends! This  
weekend can change your life! Space is limited.  

For information please contact our Youth Minister: 
Tom Logue, Tom Logue@visitationcc.org 

 or call 630-917-5108 

Reporting Sexual Abuse Anyone with reason to believe that a child has been abused or is being abused should report their suspi-cions to civil authorities. Contact the Illinois Depart-ment of Children and Family Services at 1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-2873) or local police. The Dio-cese of Joliet Victim Assistance Coordinator is avail-able to help victims/survivors of child sexual abuse by a cleric, employee or volunteer of the Catholic Church. The Victim Assistance Coordinator will re-port to Bishop Conlon and coordinate efforts of pas-toral support and outreach to assist in the healing process. The Victim Assistance Coordinator can as-sist in making a report to civil authorities. Contact the Diocese of Joliet Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-815-263-6467. 
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Adoration Chapel 
      Mary Lewis  630-941-9173 
      Joan Taylor  630-530-8963 
 

Altar Servers 
      Rev. Michael Kearney 630-834-6700 
 

Bereavement Ministers 
      Patti Riggs ...............  630-832-7798 
 

Casserole Ministry 
      Kathy Best...............  630-832-7673 
 

Council of Catholic Women 
      Kim MacGregor.......  630-606-8831 
      Email: ccwvisitation@gmail.com 
 

CRHP 
      Kathy Fowler...........  314-378-6331 
 

Crypt of the Saints 
      Richard Montalbano 708-774-1946 
 

Elizabeth Ministry 
      Clarita Iozzo ............  630-941-3929 
 

Fathers’ Club 
      Craig Heiss ..............  630-530-4252 

 

Finance Committee Chairperson 
      Rob Bennett............  630-957-7380 
      Email: robertjbennett@comcast.net 
 

Knights of Columbus 
      Kevin O’Reilly ..........  630-442-4546 
      Don Lamonica  847-414-0585 
      John Kwit  630-886-6178 
 

Ladies Bowling 
      Sharon Bresnahan...  630-530-1053 
 

Ladies and Couples Bridge 
      Peg Majewski..........  630-941-9170 
 

Ladies Golf League 
      Lynn DeFilippis........  630-834-5290 
 

MANNA Tuition Assistance 
      David James ............  630-834-0967 
 

Men’s Bowling 
      Sev Delabar.......        630-833-7766 
 

Men’s Small Groups 
      Jim Herrmann....         630-941-7854 
 

PADS 
      Kathy Sacksteder  Email: Jksack@att.net 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
      Anne Montgomery 
 

Prayer Group — Blue Army 
      Mary Parpan......         630-941-7910 
 

Prayer Quilt Ministry 
      Karen Verner .....         630-834-6700 
 

RCIA ......................         630-834-6700 
 

School Board President 
      Lea Smirniotis        773-562-0575 
         Email: lea636@gmail.com 
 

Scouting 
      Melanie Schneider        630-782-0868 
      Dave Stevenson 
 

Social Service Outreach 
      Deacon Tony Spatafore 630-834-6700 
                  Email: aspatafore1@comcast.net 
 

SPRED 
      Melanie Schneider        630-782-0868 
 

Ushers 
      George Klein          Email: gpkcdc@juno.com 
 

Valentino Activity Center 
      Linda Roberts ....         630-941-7785 
 

“Vis” Seniors 
      Mary Ann Kramer  630-617-2550 
 

Vocation Committee 
      Pam Gaudio.......         630-833-8812 
      Joan Taylor         630-530-8963 
 

Women’s Volleyball 
      Tracy Nelson     Email: mtnelson95@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Thursday at 12 NOON (unless otherwise noted)  
      Suzanne Noonan        630-834-6700 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Receive Up To 100% Of Catholic School Tuition 
The State of Illinois has created a new way to fund scholarships for children who choose to at-
tend Catholic schools through the “Invest in Kids Act.” Scholarships offered through this pro-
gram have the potential to cover up to 100 percent of tuition and eligible charges for the next 
school year. The Empower Illinois Scholarship Granting Organization will be operational and 
will have application information around December 15, 2017, and anticipates accepting appli-
cations January 2, 2018. Dates subject to change. Under the Tax Credit Scholarship Program 
individuals and corporations will make donations to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGO) 
that will distribute  scholarships to qualified students. Tax credits will be available on a first 
come, first serve basis beginning January 2, 2018.  

Benefit to Donors 
 Individual or corporate donors will receive a 75% tax credit, up to $1 million,  
      for donations made to a SGO on their 2018 State of Illinois tax return.  
 Example: a scholarship donation of $1,000 will provide a $750 tax credit to a    
      corporate or individual Illinois taxpayer.  
 Individual (non-corporate) donors may designate their parish school or all  
      Joliet Diocesan schools to receive their scholarship donation.  

 
 

For up-to-date details visit: www.weteachmore.org 

STATE OF ILLINOIS  
TAX CREDIT 

SCHOLARSHIP 

INVEST 
IN KIDS 

ACT 



779 S. York Street Elmhurst, IL  60126  www.visitationparish.org 
Daily Mass: Monday-Friday, 6:15 am, 8:15 am 
Saturday Reconciliation: 4:00-4:45 pm 
Saturday Mass Hours: 8:15 am, 5:00 pm 
Sunday Mass Hours: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12 NOON, 6:00 pm 

 
 

VISITATION PARISH MISSION STATEMENT Visitation Parish, a Roman Catholic Community in the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, seeks to  draw all to Jesus Christ, revelation of the Father and font of the Holy Spirit, by celebrating  the Sacraments, educating people of all ages in the Truths of the Catholic Faith, and reaching  out to those who are physically, emotionally, or spiritually in need. 

Welcome to Visitation Catholic Church 

VISITATION PARISH LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

JAN 6/JAN 7 5:00 pm 8:00 am 10:00 am 12:00 NOON 6:00 PM 
 LECTORS  Brendan Moriarty  Stephen L. Ruff  Jane Klenck  Dorothy McCabe  James Hoffmann 
 
 
 
 

 EXTRAORDINARY 
 EUCHARISTIC 
 MINISTERS 

 Paul Morris 
 Monica Spatafore 
 Elaine Ryba 
 MaryAnn Santucci 

 Marianne Stanke 
 Catherine Shea 
 Bill Burke 
 Pamela Clink 

 Erin Radcliff 
 Patti Riggs 
 Rosalie Ward 
 Theresa Koenigsberger 

 Karen Stuefen 
 Helen Krajewski 
 Kelley Mical 
 Elizabeth Fisette 

 Kevin O’Reilly 
 Mary Ann Hartnett 
 Rita McGreal 
 Susan Haibeck 

 ALTAR 
 SERVERS 

 Benjamin Wede 
 Jacob Wede 
 Rachel Bricker 

 Brendan Carroll 
 Jack Carroll 
 Brady Lavin 

 Luke Dolsen 
 Colin Harrington 
 Finn Harrington 

 Clara Lawrence 
 Connor Lawrence 
 Jack Harrison 

 MUSIC 
 Barb Masters 
 Jack Miuccio 
Krystyna Miuccio 

 Barb Masters 
 Suzy Salgado 
 

 ADULT CHOIR 
 
 

 

 Conal Doyle 
 Emmet Doyle 
 Liam Moran 
 
 Jim Brown 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 Rev. Greg Skowron, Pastor, 815-791-6073 
     Frgreg@visitationcc.org 
 Rev. Michael Kearney, Parochial Vicar, 630-834-6700 
     Frmike@visitationcc.org 
 Deacon Anthony Spatafore, Pastoral Associate, 630-834-6700 
    aspatafore1@comcast.net 
 Deacon Jay Janousek, 630-834-2863 
 Deacon James Eaker, 630-530-7596 
 Deacon Mike Iozzo, 630-567-4700, mike.iozzo@outlook.com 
 Deacon Michael O’Ryan, 630-530-2954 
     VisDeaconMikeO@gmail.com 
 Marek Latocha, Business Manager, 630-834-6700, x202 
 

PARISH FAITH FORMATION/RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 Matthew Pozen, 630-279-7058, x502 
 

MUSIC 
 Barbara Masters, Parish Music Director, 630-834-8190 
     b.masters@visitationparish.org 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Thomas Logue, Youth Minister, 630-917-5108 
     FILIOCatholic@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE STAFF 
 Helen Pachay, Administrative Assistant, 630-834-6700 
 Suzanne Noonan, Secretary, 630-834-6700 
 

VISTATION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Website: www.visitationelmhurst.org 
Phone: 630-834-4931/Fax: 630-834-4936 
 Dr. Christopher Dransoff, School Principal 
     cdransoff@visitationelmhurst.org 
 Katie McVey, School Assistant Principal 
     kmcvey@visitationelmhurst.org 

 

   PARISH AND PASTORAL STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

DAILY 8:15 AM MASS ALTAR SERVER ASSIGNMENT (DEC. 25-DEC. 30) 
MONDAY 

SEE SCHEDULE 
ON PAGE 8 

TUESDAY 
Melissa Mueller 

Francesca Revello 

WEDNESDAY 
Nick Zaragoza 

Maggie Berigon 

THURSDAY 
Daniel O’Shaughnessy 
Kate O’Shaughnessy 

FRIDAY 
Marty Fitzgerald 

Sam Hemmersmeier 

SATURDAY 
Aidan Hill 

David Manchester 

Love and Service to Others 

OFFICE HOURS: [M-F] 8:30 am-4:30 pm  Phone: 630-834-6700  Fax: 630-834-6711  Email: welcome@visitationcc.org 
Parish Website: WWW.VISITATIONPARISH.ORG  Deanery Website: easterndupagedeanery.org 

BISHOP OF JOLIET 
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, J.C.D. 

 

WWW.DIOCESEOFJOLIET.ORG 
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